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The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation is using Abscam- 
Style “stings” to battle thou- 
sands of Soviet-bloc agents sent 


- here to steal American tech- 


nology, USA TODAY has 
learned. ae 
Russian agents are criss- 
crossing the country with blank 
checks, tempting government 
and industry officials mired in 
recession to sell out their com- 
panies and their country to sta 
“afloat. Back in Moscow, @ 
group of 400 to 500 agents Is do- 
ing nothing but assessing what 


‘ they need to steal, the Central ; 


Intelligence Agency estimates, 
“It’s a serious, serious prob- 
lem,” said Edward J. O’Malley, 
‘the FBI's assistant director of 
intelligence. “I cannot over- 
state the seriousness of it.” 
O'Malley — in a break from 


, normaly tight-lipped FBI poli- 
— agreed 


to discuss Soviet 
technological espionage to 
alert the public to a wide- 


. spread and growing problem. 
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* Officidls at‘companies In 
California's Silicon Valley said 
the FBI's sting o} ions are 
targeted at Soviet-backed at- 


-tempts to smuggle trade se- . 


crets or semiconductors out of 
the United States. Another 


sting operation is centered ona 


| firm in suburban Washington. 
“The FBI came to us” and 
set up a sting to lay a trap fora 
Soviet diplomat, an employe at 
the suburban Washington com- 
pany said, Prime targets of sev- 
eral stings are Russian diplo- 


'Inats rather than agents. 


O’Malley estimates that 35 per- 


cent of Russian diplomats are . 


actually Soviet spies. 
If they’re successful, it could 
: be the first time sting opera- 


| tions have resulted in prosecu- | 
tions of Soviet-bloc agents, In - 


July, a sting originally targeted 
‘ against Soviet-bloc efforts re- 


‘ suited in the arrests of several — 


: Japanese businessmen. 


’ Hundreds of millions of dol- 


Jars worth of American tech- 


1 nology already has made its ; 


way into Soviet hands, a CIA 
document shows, including 
enough American-bullt micro- 
electronic equipment to meet 
100 percent of the needs of the 
Soviet military. 
The FBI suspects that diplo- 
mats pass equipment and trade 
-secrets back to the Soviet 
Union in diplomatic pouches 
— packages that, under the Ge- 
neva Convention, can't be 
opened for inspection. 


“There's certainly a damn ~ 


good possibility that a lot is go- 


ing out in those pouches,” said’ 


Arthur Van Cook, former chief 


of information security at the 


Pentagon. Added former CIA 


Director Richard Helms, “It 


happens all the tirne.” 
- The FBI never comments on 


specific investigations. Howev- 


er, O'Malley said it's “quite pos- - 


sible” that the FBI soon will be . 


making in cases con- 
nected with Soviet technologi- 


cal espionage. i 
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